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Mission Statement: The KOSD’s mission is to provide a safe learning environment that prepares critical thinkers to 

become responsible and productive members of society.  

Course Description 
 
The AP English Language and Composition course is designed as an introductory level college writing class and 
follows the curriculum requirements of the AP English Language and Composition Course Description. The goal of 
the course is to enable students to write with efficiency and self-assurance in their college classes across the 
curriculum and in their professional and personal lives; therefore, students will be expected to analyze texts 
through close reading and to write frequently in order to develop their understanding of purpose, audience, and 
strategy in their own compositions. The course readings feature expository, analytical, argumentative, and 
personal styles of writing from various authors and historical contexts. Students are expected to read critically, 
think analytically, and communicate clearly both in writing and speech about the texts, current events, and 
personal observations. 
 
Course Objectives 
 
Upon completion of the AP English Language and Composition course, students should be able to effectively 
demonstrate the following skills: 
 

● analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical 
strategies and techniques 

● apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing 
● create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience 
● write for a variety of purposes 
● produce expository, analytical, and argumentative compositions that introduce a complex central idea and 

develop it with appropriate evidence drawn from primary and/or secondary sources, cogent explanations, 
and clear transitions 

● demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic maturity in writing 
● demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing primary and secondary sources 
● move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, 

drafting, revising, editing, and review 
● write thoughtfully about their own process of composition 
● revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience 
● analyze image as text 
● evaluate and incorporate reference documents into researched papers 

 
Grading System 
 
65% - Tests and Essays – essays are initially written as in-class essays and submitted for grading as rough drafts. 
Rough drafts are revised and peer-edited before student type final copies. Final essays are part of the 65% of the 
nine weeks’ grade. Graded final essays should be kept in a portfolio by the student to review throughout the 
course. All essays written for this class are to be formatted and cited according to Modern Language 
Association (MLA) handbook. Not only should each essay have parenthetical citations within the body of the 
paper, but it should also contain a works cited page at the end of the paper which cites all resourced authors with 
proper credit.  Tests consist of multiple-choice, short response, and essay questions based on rhetorical devices 
and their function within a given passage. Some passages are from texts read and studied, but some passages are 
from new material students analyze for the first time. Tests will include AP formatted tests and novel tests. 
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25% - Quizzes –Each novel unit can have a quiz on vocabulary, grammatical and mechanical concepts, and 
reviewed topics in class as well as from the discussions and/or annotations of diction and syntax from the 
readings. Vocabulary quizzes will stem from the workbook used in class. 
 
10% - Daily Homework Assignments – Daily assignments consist of a variety of tasks. Some of these tasks involve 
individual steps leading to a larger product, such as plans, research, drafts, and edits for an essay. Other daily tasks 
consist of grammar reviews, vocabulary exercises, and annotation of texts, homework assignments and fluency 
writing. 
 
 Course Organization 
 
Each unit requires students to acquire and employ sophisticated vocabulary, to use Standard English grammar, and 
to understand the significance of diction and syntax in an author’s style. Therefore, students are expected to 
develop the following through reading, discussion, and writing assignments: 
 

 A wide-ranging vocabulary use appropriately and effectively 
 A variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordination and coordination 
 Logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence, such as repetition, transitions, 

and emphasis 
 A balance of generalization and specific illustrative detail 
 An effective use of rhetoric including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving 

appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence structure. 
 
 
To be successful students should be able to identify the following: 

 Thesis or claim 
 Tone or attitude 
 Purpose 
 Audience and context 
 Evidence that supports the author’s claim 
 Appeals: Logos, Ethos, Pathos 
 Assumptions or Warrants 
 Style (how the author communicates his message: rhetorical mode, rhetorical devices, which always 

include diction and syntax) 
 Organizational patters found in the text 
 Use of detail to develop a general idea 

 

 


